APPENDIX III: Assessment Rubric

	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Approaches Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards

	Writer presents an easily identifiable, focused, original, and thought provoking, controlling purpose or thesis.
	Writer presents an identifiable and focused controlling purpose or thesis
	Writer presents a wandering, vague, or unfocused controlling purpose or thesis.

	Writer fails to present a controlling purpose or thesis; consequently it is difficult to identify exactly what the thesis is

	Writer moves coherently, logically, and even creatively from an engaging introduction to a well-demonstrated conclusion.
	Writer moves coherently and logically from a satisfying introduction to a solid conclusion.
	Writer moves awkwardly from a weak introduction to a conclusion that does not adequately represent the body of the paper.
	Writer moves from an unsatisfactory introductory paragraph to an ending that does not serve as a conclusion, thus conveying the sense that much of what has been presented is unresolved.

	Writer blends information and language from other texts coherently, logically, even gracefully, into his or her own thinking and prose.
	Writer blends information and language from other texts coherently and logically into his or her own thinking and prose.
	The essay’s blending of information and language from other texts into the writer’s own thinking and prose is awkward.  
	The writer’s attempt to blend information and language from other texts into his or her own thinking and prose significantly undermines the essay’s coherence and logic.

	Paragraphs fit within this structure coherently and present pertinent examples and evidence to support central and subsidiary ideas.  
	Paragraphs fit within this structure and present examples and evidence to support the ideas presented.
	Basic paragraphing exists, but support for a central idea may be inconsistent, and the sequence of ideas may occasionally be awkward.
	Basic paragraphing exists, but often fails to support or even recognize a central idea, and the use of evidence and examples is inadequate.

	Sentence structure displays sophistication and variety; transitions add to the logical development of the topic.  
	For the most part, sentences are well constructed and transitions are sound.
	Sentence and paragraph transitions are often unclear, awkward, indirect, and/or illogical.
	Sentence structure is often awkward and transitions are ineffectual and/or abrupt or simply missing.

	The essay exhibits a solid command of word variety and a tone and diction appropriate for the subject and its implied audience.
	The essay exhibits some degree of control over the tone and diction appropriate for the subject and its implied audience.  
	Tone and diction are often inconsistent and/or inappropriate for the subject and its implied audience.
	Diction, tone, and word choice are not appropriate for the subject or for the implied audience.

	Mechanics (grammar, punctuation, spelling and documentation, if needed) are nearly flawless.  
	Mechanics (grammar, punctuation, spelling and documentation, if needed) are mostly accurate.
	Mechanics (grammar, punctuation, spelling and documentation, if needed) are not well executed and may, at times, obscure meaning
	Mechanics (grammar, punctuation, spelling and documentation, if needed) disrupt reading and often obscure meaning.

	
	
	
	


